What we offer

8 Books & Magazines

in English
8 Reference material

8 DVDs, CDs &
Videos

8 Clubs &
Discussions

§ Educational
Opportunities

§ Parties &
Celebrations
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American Corners and
Cultural Centers in Kazakhstan

| am very proud to present our
first newsletter, dedicated to
activities that took place at the
American Corners in Kazakh-
stan (ACK) during the months
of January, February, and
March 2009. The newsletter
will be issued quarterly, and
you will be able to download it
from the new ACK website
www.amcorners.kz.

ACK were visited by more
than 13,000 people in these
past three months! And |
would like to thank the fantas-
tic team of ACK coordinators
for the truly outstanding work
they are doing throughout
Kazakhstan!

Our first ACK newsletter is here

| also would like to express my
gratitude to the library directors
for their cooperation and sup-
port, for being such great part-
ners.

A special thank you goes to
volunteers from the Peace
Corps and alumni who always
prove to be an invaluable
source of creative program-
ming ideas.

Only as a team we can imple-
ment our projects successfully,
bringing the people of Kazakh-
stan and United States closer!

By Leili Kokh
ACK Program Director
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The first American Corner
(AC) in Kazakhstan started
operation in 2003 in Ust-
Kamenogorsk. Since then,
eight Corners have become
fully operational. The ninth AC
in Kostanai opened its doors

on October 1, 2008 (the official

opening is envisioned at the
end of May; watch for a spe-
cial report in the next issue!).

dr e3amé 6 The total number of visitors

and new users rocketed to
some 37,500, and nearly 500
programs and events took

JPlacg in the course of the last
year!

There were many truly out-
standing programs in 2008.
Just to name a few: the official
opening of Aktobe AC in April
2008; the mock
20080 project,
place at all ACs in Kazakh-
stan; and the Christmas Char-

ity project at ACs in Kara-
ganda, Uralsk, and Kostanai.
The first regional U.S. ex-
change program alumni con-
ference, which took place at
the Aktobe AC in August also
proved to be a success.

Ten representatives from
seven ACs (Aktobe, Almaty,
Atyrau, Karaganda, Petropav-
lovsk, Shymkent, Ust-
Kamenogorsk) participated in
the regional AC workshop,
NfnBetter
American Corner
organized at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Astana July 30-

August 1, 2008. There were

27 representatives from Af-
ghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Mon-
golia, Tajikistan and Kazakh-
stan, including two IROs from
Washington and Vienna. The
subjects varied from marketing
and fundraising to writing re-
ports and learning IT-tools like

Program
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Where we are

Aktobe

Almaty

Atyrau
Karaganda
Kostanai
Pavlodar
Petropavlovsk
Shymkent

Uralsk
Ust-Kamenogorsk
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Web 2.0-Facebook and Li-
brary Thing.

We started developing a web-
site for all ACs in Kazakhstan
(www.amcorners.kz), which
will be hosted on a local server
and where information regard-
ing each Corner and a sub-
scription form for new users
will be available. This will be a
powerful AC promotion tool in
the age of information technol-
ogy, also useful for rural areas
outside major cities.

In all, it was a very successful
year, and we look forward to
implementing the new ideas
and projects at our American
Corners and expanding the
circle of our friends !


http://www.amcorners.kz/
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Results of the ACK Christmas Charity project

Christmas is a great tiniea  the opportunity to see and cils, balloons, and albums
time for fun, exchanging touch some small animals  for painting collected by AC
gifts, and merry celebrations (rabbits, guinea pigs, ham- coordinator Anna Blum and
But Christmas is also a time sters, etc.) and drive in Peace Corps volunteer Laura
to share, to help, to bring sleighs harnessed by big, we Mongollon-Lee. Journalists

| attention and joy to those  tamed Newfoundland dogs from the local newspaper
people to whom life has not under supervision of AC us- attended the ceremony and
been as kind as to many of ers and other project partici- published a large article on

!

New exciting experience for children 5, pants. Karaganda AC coordi- the front page.
in a Karaganda orphanage nator Sholpan Baimurzina

American Corners in Kara- and Peace Corps volunteer This was a real highlight and
ganda, Uralsk, and Kostanai Blake Kent showed, as usu- great experience for every-
were a great example of how ally, great organizational bodyi the children and AC
we can share empathy and skills and inspiring creativity! users. It was an introduction
charity during Christmas to and promotion of charity
time! Also, Uralsk AC coordinator, and social involvement in
Ainagul Salauatova, togethet the local community. | sin-
Active users of the AC Kara- with FLEX alumni Zarina cerely hope that this project
ganda got in touch with the Urazgaleyeva and Valeria  will turn into an annual
Publ i c Char it Kruglyakova and active AC ) event!
"Hoped and, i nusers, aswellas pupilsfrom
with the local public fund local schools, promoted a  Charity does not know time
KARE i the Kazakhstan charity project in the local  limits, and ACs might serve
Animal Rescue and Educa- media and collected various in the future as points of
tion Association and the loca gifts for the local orphanage. contact to collect donations
. $M 700, developed an exciting Thirty kids from the Kostanai for those in need.
2 5 . N cvent for children with men- city orphanage received four
Kids from the Kostanai orphanage tal disabilities. The kids had boxes of toys and books, per
made friends with Anna and Laura

Inauguration of Barack Obama,
the 44th President of the United States

fiHappiness lies in the

joy of achievement This truly historic moment great number of publications news, presented different inau-
and the thrill of in the United States was  from the U.S. State Depart-  guration topics during the Eng-
creative ef f o watchegcloselythroughout mentinternationalinforma- lish club session, and organ-

the world. After the very tion Programs (IIP) office, as ized many other events.
Franklin D. Roosevelt successful AC project the well as various subjectlated

mock AEI ect i odinksan@aher&ocaments. You can geta printed or digital
which was covered by majorACs organized round table  copy of IIP publications about

List of thematic IIP TV channels and press na- discussions, distributed IIP  the presidential inauguration

publications available at ACs: tionwide, various program- publications, surfed for new free of charge in English, Rus-
A ming events were dedicatedinformation on the website  sian and Kazakh at the AC in

The new president: to the i fi fth hiteh .

44th president of the United o the inauguration of the  www.whitehouse.gov your city.

States (EN, KZ, RU) new president. watched inauguration video

The U.S. Embassy sent out an youtube, discussed CNN

Inauguration Day events
(PowerPoint Presentation, EN) ” Discussion at AC
‘ UstKamenogorsk

Special Edition VII:
Presidential Transition

Ry 0 T i T

(E-Docs, EN) TiEY bl 42"kt ( ) (1 '
P 749 PLARITTE o
U.S. Presidential | " & ST WY

Transitions (EN)

The 2009 U.S
Presidential
Inauguration(EN)

. 2 Presentation at AC
. Page 2 Y ; o Petropavlovsk Presentation stand at AC Karaganda
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o | Hav e

i have
words from the famous
speech of Martin Luther
King Jr. are known world-
wide. With these words, Dr.
King addressed a crowd of
250.000 people on August
28, 1963. With these words,
he fought for racial justice
everywhere, not just in the
United States. "As television
beamed the image of this
extraordinary gathering
across the borders and
oceans," King said,
"everyone who believed in

man's capacity to better him-

self had a moment of inspi-

a

- thesel r e ration and confidenceinthe Hav e a

future of the human race."

American Corners cele-
brated the birthday of this
remarkable person on Janu-
ary 19th. In AC Aktobe the
coordinator offered a the-
matic presentation to stu-
dents; AC Karaganda chose
AMLK Dayo as
topic for its YES! Club
(Youth English Section); in
Atyrau, the AC coordinator
presented IIP publications

Dr eaméod

and exhibition devoted to
MLK; in Ust-Kamenogorsk,

the English language teach-

ers association met at the
AC to watch and discuss a
documentaryDr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.: A Histori-
cal Perspective.

The birthday of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. is a national
holiday during which

Americans and the whole
world honor his ideas and

and internet resources to the his memory.

AC users; the newly opened
AC Kostanai I

Dr eamo
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the

Lincoln Memorial during his "I Have
| a Dream" speech.

February: AfricarAmerican History Month

Black History Month is
widely celebrated. One aim
of Black History Month is to
expose the harmful effects
of racial prejudice; another
is to recognize significant
contributions made by peo-
ple of African heritage.

The U.S. Embassy sent to
ACs a number of IIP publi-
cations on the topic, which
can be requested at the AC
near you. ACs disseminated
information about the contri-
butions made by African
Americans to American and
world history.

AC Aktobe had a very spe-

\ o
Part 1, Information, AC Aktobe

cial event on Februaryl2th,
dedicated to Black History
Month, which was attended
by two representatives from
the embassy.

. Page 3

First, AC coordinator Lena
Lebedkina offered a the-
matic presentation. After-
wards, 12 people were as-
signed roles of various fa-
mous AfricarAmericans,
including, but not limited to,
politicians and musicians.
All of them had to play an
assigned role. It was very
exciting, when, for example,
they had to act (and sing)
like famous rap and blues
musicians. The group
watched and discussed the
famous music video clip
Thriller, by Michael Jack-
son. The culmination was

The American Corner in the
city of Karaganda had an

event devoted to the contribu-

tions of AfricanAmericans to
American society. Every visi-
tor received a leaflet with
names of famous African

Americans. We got acquainted

with Maya Angelou and her
book | Know Why the Caged

Bird Sing, as well as with Toni

Morrison, Zora Neale

Hurston, and many others. At

our library, we offered trans-
lations in Russian of such
famous writers as James
Baldwin, Langston Hughes,
Richard Wright and others .

the staging of this clip by the Also, an extensive showcase

whole group. So, this event
at the AC Aktobe combined
both the informative and the
fun, and turned out to be a
great success.

Below is some news sent by with Peace Corps volunteers
Sholpan Baimurzina, AC
Karaganda coordinator:

OThrillero at

was arranged, presenting 46
fiction and norfiction printed
materials.

Thanks to the collaboration

and our American Corner,
many people in Karaganda
learned about the contribu-
tions of AfricanRAmericans to
American society.

the AC Aktobe

© AP Images
The 2009
Black History Theme:
0The Quest
Citizenship in the
Americas "
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In 2009 the United States
Postal Service honors Anna
Julia Cooper
with the 32nd stamp in
the Black Heritage Series.

Cooper, an educator, scholar,
feminist, and activist, fought
for social justice and civil
rights for black women, young

people and the poor through
her scholarship, community

outreach, and innovative edu-
cational leadership
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Karaganda AC celebrates

Womendés Month

exrnil s =
Handmade for mom
Kids at the ACC UsKamenogorsk

AWhat ever
they must do twice as
well as men to be
thought half as good.
Luckily this is not

di fficult.o

Charlotte Whitton

List of thematic IIP
publications available at ACs:
Black History 2009 (EN)

Justice for All: The Legacy of
Thurgood Marshall (EN)

Celebrating 60 years of
Human Rights (EN)

Human Rights in Brief (EN)

The Constitution of the
United States (EN)

Women of Influence (EN)

Rachel Carson:
Pen Against Poison (EN)

Abraham Lincoln:
A Legacy of Freedom (EN)

Civil Rights: Free at Last (EN)

. Page4
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March: Celebrating Accomplishments of Women

March was celebrated with Mar ch 8t h by toyoung usetrghey learned
special programs and activi- Club. This street action was how people celebrate this
ties at ACs, recognizing followed by a celebration holiday in different coun-

womends achi epartyatthe AC. Within the tries.
various fields, suchaspoli- f r ames of @A Wo
tics, science, thearts,and t ory Mont h," Also, Aktobe AC had fun at

sports as well as talking 30 women discussed the an event dedicated to

about t he wo nmhistory of International women: about 20 students

ment, rolein securing the Womendés Day aenjoyedrole playing and

right to participate andvote t or y of wo0 me ncontests organized by the

in an election. for equal rights. Peace Corps volunteers and
the AC coordinator Lena

AC Karaganda with its great AC Uralsk dedicated a de- Lebedkina.

volunteers were very crea- bate to modern female lead-

tive and dev e ersaroundthe worldand h
of Mar ch Wo me their role in world politics.
Action, 0 wher

In ACC UstKamenogorsk,
ACC users visited the exhi-
bition, "The Women
Whobéve Change
World," and prepared a
medialessonfor children.
A presentation on

i Mot herwasshdwa y

prepared handouts on the
following topics,Domestic
Violence, Human Traffick-
ing, HIV/AIDS and Women,

than 150 of these leaflets
were distributed on the

streets of Karaganda on Fun flair at the AC Aktobe

Birthdays of great Americans:
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln
(1861-1865)
President, Republican

George Washington
(17891797)
President, no party

It goes without
saying that Ameri-
can Corners in Ka-

zakhstan did not
leave these impor-
aténBeveht§ without
attention.
Through lectures,
presentations, boo
exhibitions, and
discussions, ACs
delivered facts abou
life and role of these
great sons of
America.

Free at Last:

Lincoln, Rpres-ic
dent, issued the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863, which de-
clared freedom for all slaves in
the Confederate States. He lead
the Union to victory in the Civil
War and prevented the nation
from splitting apart.

The father of the country:

During the American Revolu-
tion, General Washington skill-
fully led the Continental Army

to victory over the British. He
adamantly rejected a proposal to
make him king of the new na-
tion. Washington went on to
become the only president who
was unanimously elected. He

A nation mourns: received all 69 electoral votes.
Less than a week after the war

ended, Lincoln was assassinated A crowning achievement:

by actor John Wilkes Booth while First
watching a perfjor mance altPrebidemntss
Theatre in Washington, D.C. of the
United
States.

Source of the text excerp
about U.S. Presidents:
www.scholastic.com

BICENTENNIAL

1809~2009



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Portrait_of_George_Washington.jpeg
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Global Action Earth Hour 2009

On March 28, from warming, which will replace the letters KZ,
20:30 until 21:30, the Kyoto Protocol. :Qeeprr)(lejzﬁgti)r;gK?e 't
could _Can_VOTE EARTH In 2009, Kazakhstan partici- zakhstan. Young
by switching off your  pated for the first time in the people felt very
lights for one hour. Or  Earth Hour action, among  excited to be a
you could vote global other 82 countries. The part 01_‘ this ex-  §
warming by leaving Ma_yor of Astana agreed to traordinary action.
your lights on! sw!tch off lights on the
Baiterek and other Astana "
landmarks, many businesses &
This was an address from  throughout Kazakhstan ex- 3
the World Wildlife Fund pressed their willingness to
(WWF), the organizer of the join by switching the lights
global action Earth Hour off. A WWF partner in Ka-
2009, to the people of our  zakhstan, Decenta Public
planet. This year, WWF Fund, organized a flash mob
was striving to reach the on the campus of Eurasian The U.S. Embassy provided
target of one billion votes,  yniversity. He, together financial support to the or-
which would be presented to with his small but enthusias- ganizer to print promotional
world leaders at the Global  tjc team, coordinated a posters, ads, and to prepargg:
Climate Change Conference group of around 200 stu-  articles with the Earth HourF
in Copenhagen 2009. This  dents, who first formed the logo for the flash mob actio =g
meeting will determine offi- - humber 60 (the official and also fAvo:
cial government policies to  Earth Hour logo) and then  switching off some lights at
take action against global  transformed themselves into the embassy compound.

Flash mob action in Astana

ifiWe do not int
Global Action Earth Hour 2009 at ACK earth from our
ancestors;

Also, our American Corners even dedicated many hours ter for Expertise and Certifica- we borrow it from
in Kazakhstan took an active to walking through the city  tion). our childr
part in this global event. and distributing Earth Hour

2009 flyers and posters. At the AC Atyrau, coordinator
In the newly opened, but Al so, the | i bBalgul Saparova presented Native American
very active, ACCinPavlo- eart ho by s wi information regardingthis e proverb
dar, the coordinator Alecia lights for one hour. outstanding event to AC us-
Klassen placed Earth Hour erd students from the local
ads on every desk at the In Uralsk, alumna Zarina universityd and through them

hosting regional library and Urazgaleyeva conducted a spread the word in the local
discussion dedicated community.

to Earth Hour. Efforts

made by the AC co- In all, it was a new and excit-
ordinator Ainagul ing experience for all of us,

@ Salauatovaresulted and wedl |l cert ai
in participation in this action again next year. EARTH HOUR
action by some local

= companies and or-  ACK also plan to cele-
ganizations (for ex-  brate Earth Day 2009
ample, the West Read our nexACK KEP CAFATHI

Kazakhstan Branch Newsletterto learn b KEP YLLIH—KARAH/IIK XbUTYFA KAPCHI

Earth Hour ads placed on all the tables of the National Cen-  how it went! N3 "? 3 KA3AKCTAH

of the hosting Iibrary in Pavlodar ’ 3A3EMJIO—MPOTMB [MIOBAJLHOTO MOTEM/EHNS

3EMIIHN
XAPbIKTb! GIP CAFATKA OLLIP o
wwr
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ACK presents ¢&
" A new project "Model United Nations" at AC Karaganda

The American Corner in More than 60 high school  ject sessions will
Karaganda, in collabora-  students from across the city receive a certificate.
tion with the City Depart-  came to the initial project

ment meeting. The project is part The project goals are to see
of Education, started a new of a Global Classroom Initia- students work as teams, to
project, "Model United tive proposed by Peace allow out students to ac-
Nations," for the high Corps Volunteer Blake Kent, quire knowledge
Initial Club meeting, school students of the city. which encourages local Eng- about global issues and
AC Karaganda Participation in the ongo-  lish teachers and local volun- international perspectives,
P ing project allows students teers to use their English to allow participants to
. #1 to courses as an opportunity to overcome the psychological
B develop public speaking,  discuss global and social and language barriers in

debate, writing and negoti- issues. multilingual public speak-
ating skills. It also ing, and to strengthen the
i provides students with an  Several local English teach- connection of the American
opportunity to explore dif- ers and local volunteers are Corner with the students,
ferent countries and participating in the project.  who, without doubt, will be
global issues, as well as The duration of the program friends and users of the
practice their English with  will last from February to American Corner in the
the help of local Peace June 2009. years to come.
iThe care of @opPavalyNteersBlake o

. Kent and Marianne Mid- The students who are able tc by Sh. Baimurzina
and happlness, and not winter. attend a majority of the pro- AC coordinator, Karaganda
their destruction, is the )

first and only object of ACK pr esen t s e
good gover nmeAi{esson for children with hearing problems
OAbout Friends and Friendshi

For a long time, the Oblast lives, and the chil- 4 @ & & &@ [
Universal Scientific Library dren talked about 4
in Pavlodar has been working their best friends.
with our readerswho have After that, they
handicaps, and on March},7 watched a short

Thomas Jefferson

List of 1IP publications

available at ACs: young students of the Board- cartoon from the
World Youth ing School for Deaf Children DVD collection of
Building a Future (EN, RU) were invited to our American the ACC. Also, the |

) Cultural Center. For them we were told about the —— i
Choosing a Career (EN) chose a | ess onUnied$taes of L L
Celebrating 60 years of Friends and FrAmercalanchi p . Thank you for the lesson!
Human Rights (EN) We discussed the importance it r av el e d Drawings as a gift to the ACC Pavlodar

of friendshi p HKarakhgtantophe e o0 s

United States with the help day, their teacher brought
Nonviolent Paths to of a globe. pictures they had drawn
Social Change (EN) after visiting the ACC.
The Next New Thing (EN) ) ) 1 The children were so
impressed with this by Alecia Klassen
lesson that the next ACC coordinator, Pavlodar

Human Rights in Brief (EN)

Sharing Science:
Global Partnerships (EN)

Dynamic English (EN, RU)

American Popular Music (EN)
AHow far you go in |ife dep

with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic
with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong.

Because some day in |life you

American Teenagers (EN, RU)
Sketchbook USA (EN)

Traveling from Kazakhstan to the USA )
. Page 6 at the ACC Pavlodar George Washington Carver
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ACK presents &

Project "Info-Caravan" at ACC Udfamenogorsk

Info-Caravan is a special and teachers. Last year, 10
program initiated at the Ust such InfeCaravans took
Kamenogorsk American place, meeting with some
Cultural Center in 2005. Its 300 people. The text below
goal is to deliver informa-  describes InfeCaravan in
tion to rural regions and, detalil.
thus, expand outreach. Due
to its success, this program On January 29, 2009, Info
also has started at AC Kara- Caravan's route led to the
ganda. central library in the village
Molodezhoe, where the ACC
ACC UstKamenogorsk has staff presented a traveling
implemented a number of  collection of 41 books, con-
highly interesting Infe sisting of ACC resources,
Caravan projects outside the presented a demeersion of
city. ACC staff,incoopera- si tes for Eng
tion with Peace Corps vol- needs, and offered a get
unteers, have traveled to together with a native Eng-
various locations outside Usl lish speaker.
-Kamenogorsk. 27 participant® English
language teacheéscame
Only in year 2007, they from almost every village of
reached out to seven provin- this 9,610 km?2 region. They
cial towns and villages, confirmed that InfeCaravan
sharing the library and ACC met their needs, and it was ¢
resources with 850 pupils  good opportunity to enrich

Existing link to ACK
http://kazakhstan.usembassy.gov/
acc.html

Happy Val ent
There are many legends AC Petropavlovsk cele-
about the originof St.Val- br ated St. Va

entinedbds Day.
special day to show our love
and caring for friends and
loved ones.

duting itsiregulaa Englighr y
Club. First, patrons talked
about the history and roots
of this popular holiday. Al-
most everybody was famil-
iar with the facts and an-
swered the questions with a
zeal. AC coordinator Laura
Temenova, together with
Peade €orpds wolutezrd,
prepared some fun exercises
for the participants. The first
talked about their way of was called #AH
celebrating this holiday. where people were given
Everyone was asked to de- horoscope cards with predic-

The Pavlodar ACC held a
discussion about the peculi-
arities and differences be-
tween celebrating St. Valen-
tineds Day in
States and Kazakhstan.
Peace Corps volunteers

fine the wor dtofslfoo ebrdaryd4n d t
try to write their own love
poem.
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their lessons, as well as in-
spire students to work inde
pendently.

PC volunteer Jamie Teijerg
currently working at the
EastKazakhstan State Uni-
versity, offered teachers a
number of educational ac-
tivities for their English les
sons. The participants
worked with Jaime enthusi
astically and were happy
with the results.

Ail't was a ve
fruitful seminar for us. And
we do hope that Info
Caravan will visit our re-
gion regul ar
Nurseitova, Targyn village
secondary school director
and EFL teacher.mmented.

Sharing information in rural areas via
Info-Caravan

.._'. ‘ ',-;.
Sau

iLet wus think
means of developing our
greatest abilitied because in
each of us there is a private
hope and dream which, fulfilled,
can be translated into benefit
for everyone and greater
strength for

by A. Zhamankulova
ACC coordinator, UsKamenogorsk

COMING SOON
www.amcorners.kz

John F. Kennedy

neos.!

After reading the predictions
themselves they then shared
them with others, This exer-
cise offered good opportuni-
ties for practicing English
language skills. Afterwards,
five-person groups were as- ; -8
signed different themes, like  \witing poems about love
i Wor st Dat i ng,atACC Paviodar
Years Together,o etc.,
then asked to prepare and o
play out a situation in the
form of a sket
constant visitor, Alexander
Shingurov, turned to be a

great actor. In all, everybody | 4
had great fun and profited a
lot from this gettogether.

talk about

Let ds
English Club at AC Petropavlovsk

of

ou

|l ove






